
2026 Primetime Emmy® Awards Ballot

Outstanding Documentary Or Nonfiction Special

aka Charlie Sheen

With seven hard-fought years of sobriety behind him, Charlie Sheen — as you’ve never seen him — finally
leaves it all on the table, and revisits the very public peaks and valleys of his life with humor, heart, and
jaw-dropping candor.

American Soldier: 250 Years Of Service

Hosted by Dennis Quaid, 250 Years of Service is a cinematic tribute that weaves powerful features with live
performances showcasing the service — from basic training to paratroopers leaping into Arctic skies. This
special explores the grit, discipline, and selflessness that define the Army itself and the courageous
American soldier.

Being Bublé

A deeply unqualified man is inexplicably hired to be a Michael Bublé impersonator at a rich stranger’s
party. Despite no resemblance, no singing ability, and just one week to prepare, he gives it everything he’s
got.

Being Eddie

From stand-up prodigy and Saturday Night Live phenom to beloved Hollywood icon, Being Eddie chronicles
the extraordinary life and legacy of the genre-defying star through exclusive interviews with Murphy
himself and his comedy peers, offering an intimate portrait of this once-in-a-generation talent.

Billy Joel: And So It Goes

Billy Joel: And So It Goes is an expansive portrait of Billy Joel with unprecedented access to never-before-
seen performances, home movies, and personal photographs, along with intimate one-on-one interviews.
The documentary explores the life and work of the singer/songwriter whose music has not only endured
but soared across generations.

BTS: The Return

They're back! BTS gathers in LA to record their album "ARIRANG" in this documentary offering
unprecedented access to the band as they enter a new era.

Building Joy: A Movement To Reimagine Oakland’s Schoolyards

Building Joy: A Movement to Reimagine Oakland’s Schoolyards is the second installment in Eat. Learn.
Play.’s series highlighting its work alongside the Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) to reimagine what
school communities can be when students are placed at the center.

The Crash

A teen slams her car into a building, killing her boyfriend and his friend. What seems like a tragic accident
becomes a murder case in this documentary.

Devo

In 1980, new wave band Devo scored a hit with "Whip It" and gained mainstream success with their
message of societal "de-evolution", formed in response to the 1970 Kent State shootings.



Disneyland Handcrafted

Experience the exhilarating year that gave rise to The Happiest Place on Earth–from groundbreaking to
opening day. Assembled entirely from rare archival footage and original audio recordings, this film reveals
the extraordinary artistry, grit and pressure it took hundreds of craftspeople to build Walt Disney's
impossible dream into a reality.

Downey Wrote That

Exploring the sketches, contributions and influence of Jim Downey, one of the most impactful comedy
writers in the history of "Saturday Night Live."

Dreamers

Dreamers follows three individuals whose lives have been reshaped by migration, revealing the emotional,
financial, and psychological cost of pursuing stability, identity, and belonging in a system that often keeps
them just out of reach.

Edge Of Daybreak

Edge of Daybreak tells the remarkable true story a 1970’s penitentiary band who defied the odds and
recorded a soul album from their prison’s visiting room in Richmond, Virginia. The documentary explores
the heart of the American justice system, the transformative power of creativity, and the impact of second
chances.

Finding Harmony: A King's Vision

The documentary will tell the story of His Majesty The King’s lifelong commitment to the philosophy of
Harmony and the environment, urging viewers to protect our planet and create a more sustainable future
for the next generation. Kate Winslet narrates this journey through The King's Foundation's vital work.

Grandma Stand

At a time when lack of connection is epidemic, grandmas sit behind a lemonade-like stand, offering life
lessons to passersby in NYC’s Central Park. We see twenty diverse people ages 10-81 sharing their
feelings. The film shows the power of brief encounters and gives insight into our own lives.

I'm Chevy Chase And You're Not

I’m Chevy Chase and You’re Not is the bold, deeply human portrait of one of Hollywood’s great enigmas.
The film charts Chevy Chase’s rise from breakout Saturday Night Live phenomenon to box-office royalty
and his equally spectacular fall from grace.

I'm Your Venus

Venus Xtravaganza became a trans icon through the 1991 documentary Paris Is Burning, but was
murdered before its release. I'm Your Venus continues her story as both her biological and ballroom
families unite to seek answers and honor her legacy.

John Candy: I Like Me

John Candy: I Like Me is an exploration of the life of the Canadian comedic icon. The film documents his
on-and off-camera existence, featuring never-before-seen home videos, intimate access to his family and
candid recollections from collaborators.

Lainey Wilson: Keepin’ Country Cool

Singer-songwriter Lainey Wilson redefines what it means to be a country star in this documentary charting
her journey from dreamer to Grammy winner.

The Lama's Prophecy

In Bhutan’s remote mountains, a comedian set out to find a sacred relic—and the elusive lama guarding it
—at an ancient monastery untouched by the digital world.



Lilith Fair: Building A Mystery - The Untold Story

Drawing on over 600 hours of never-seen footage, this is the untold underdog story of Lilith Fair, the
women's music festival of the late 90s.

Making Of Lord Of The Flies

Remote locations. Torrential rain. Here's a behind-the-scenes look at how the cast and crew brought the
classic novel to life.

Martha Graham Dance Company: We Are Our Time

Step into a dancer’s world with America’s oldest dance company and experience what it takes to be an
“Athlete of God”. Follow the Martha Graham dancers from studio to stage and on a global tour.

Marty, Life Is Short

Martin Short looks back on a life fueled by joy in this documentary with classic clips, fresh interviews and
star-studded, never-before-seen home movies.

Mel Brooks: The 99 Year Old Man!

Mel Brooks: The 99 Year Old Man! explores the life, career, friendships, and loves of the legendary Mel
Brooks. One of Hollywood’s most daring satirists, Brooks has held a funhouse mirror up to the human
condition using laughter as a path to resilience, connection, and joy for nearly a century.

My Mom Jayne: A Film By Mariska Hargitay

Mariska Hargitay searches for the mother she never knew almost six decades after Jayne Mansfield’s tragic
death. She grapples with the complexities of her mother’s public persona and private life, uncovering the
layers and depth of who Jayne was, not only to her fans, but to those closest to her.

Noah Kahan: Out Of Body

After rocketing to global fame, singer-songwriter Noah Kahan returns to his Vermont roots to get back in
tune with himself in this candid documentary.

Ocean With David Attenborough

David Attenborough draws on a lifetime of experience to reveal Earth’s most spectacular underwater
habitats, showing we’re in the greatest age of Ocean discovery and highlighting its vital importance. While
exposing the Ocean's biggest challenges, Attenborough’s message is one of hope: the opportunity for and
unprecedented recovery is within reach.

One Last Adventure: The Making Of Stranger Things 5

A decade after rewiring pop culture, Stranger Things returns for its final chapter. This documentary is a
sweeping behind-the-scenes chronicle that follows the cast, creators, and crew as they bring the final
season to life—and say goodbye to the show that changed them forever.

Orangutan

Narrated by Josh Gad, “Orangutan” journeys high into the rainforest canopy of Southeast Asia where a
magnificent and mysterious community of playful personalities lives. Witness the exhilarating action and
heartwarming encounters as the inquisitive adolescent orangutan Indah prepares to venture out on her
own for the first time.

The Rise Of The Red Hot Chili Peppers: Our Brother, Hillel

An in-depth look at the formative years of the Red Hot Chili Peppers and the profound influence of original
guitarist, Hillel Slovak. The film explores the band’s early evolution in LA and the deep bonds forged
through their friendship.



Satisfied

Amid the whirlwind of Hamilton's historic rise, Tony winner Renée Elise Goldsberry battles exhaustion,
expectations and the everyday chaos of motherhood. This revealing documentary pulls back the curtain on
her pivotal role in the Broadway revolution - and the personal cost of making history.

The Secrets We Bury

Follow the eccentric Mike Carroll in this chilling family mystery as he sets out to find his long-lost father.
What he uncovers along the way threatens to shake the very foundation of his family.

Selena Y Los Dinos

Selena y Los Dinos celebrates the life and legacy of the Queen of Tejano, Selena Quintanilla, who along
with her family performed, triumphed, and redefined genres, captured through never-before-seen footage
from the family’s personal archive.

Shari & Lamb Chop

This documentary traces the triumphs, loves, and challenges of Shari Lewis, the unstoppable woman who
captivated and connected with children worldwide. "Shari & Lamb Chop" is a tale of resilience and legacy,
reminding us that befriending ourselves is the key to weathering life’s storms.

#Skyking

#SKYKING tells the story of 28-year-old Horizon Air ground service agent Richard “Beebo” Russell, who, to
the shock of all who knew him, clocked into work, stole a $33-million plane, and took off into the skies of
the Pacific Northwest, embarking on a 70-minute white-knuckle flight.

Stiller & Meara: Nothing Is Lost

Ben Stiller tells the story of his parents—comedy icons Jerry Stiller and Anne Meara—exploring their impact
on popular culture and at home, where the lines between creativity, family, life, and art often blurred.

Unknown Number: The High School Catfish

A teenage girl and her boyfriend are viciously cyberbullied by an unknown phone number for months. But
as the investigation into the harassment unfolds, the authorities uncover a shocking secret that upends
everything anyone thought they knew about the case.

End of Category



Outstanding Documentary Or Nonfiction Series

The American Revolution

Thirteen American colonies unite in rebellion, win an eight-year war to secure their independence, and
establish a new form of government that would inspire centuries of democratic movements within the
United States and around the globe.

Balance: A Perimenopause Journey

Two monks confront perimenopause-and uncover the global health crisis every woman needs to know
about.

Being Gordon Ramsay

With multiple Michelin stars and businesses, Gordon Ramsay is a culinary trailblazer. But will his latest
launch live up to the new rules of the game?

The BMF Documentary: Blowing Money Fast

This series traces the rise and fall of the Black Mafia Family, the infamous drug empire built by brothers
Demetrius and Terry Flenory. Exclusively through Terry’s perspective, the series offers insight into the
collapse of the brothers’ once-unbreakable bond under the weight of power, paranoia, and relentless law
enforcement pressure.

Buckle Down

Bareback riding is the most dangerous game in rodeo. Fifteen of the sport's best have ten grueling nights
at the National Finals, battling pain, fear, and each other to be named World Champion.

Conversations With A Killer: The Son Of Sam Tapes

One of the greatest manhunts in New York City history comes to life in this three-part series. Conversations
with a Killer: The Son of Sam Tapes takes viewers inside the NYPD’s desperate race to catch the infamous
.44-caliber killer—and into the disturbing mind of David Berkowitz himself.

The Dark Wizard

The Dark Wizard is an up-close and unflinching portrait of Dean Potter, one of the world’s most influential
and controversial climbers, BASE jumpers, and highline walkers. The series traces the jaw-dropping feats
that made him a legend, as well as the personal turmoil that defined his life.

Henry David Thoreau

Henry David Thoreau helped define modern environmentalism and nonviolent resistance. The author of
Walden and Civil Disobedience, his words resonate urgently today as humanity struggles to live in harmony
with nature—and each other.

High Horse: The Black Cowboy

A three-part documentary series that reclaims the story of the Black cowboy from more than a century of
erasure. Blending original interviews with Black creatives and rare archival materials, a bold, corrective
portrait of the American West emerges, honoring the people who helped construct its landscape and
shaped its culture.

Homicide: New York

This docuseries illuminates some of the most notorious crimes from the city that never sleeps. An elite
team of NYPD detectives relive the homicide investigations that defined their careers. These are their
stories.



Kevin Costner's The West

Kevin Costner’s The West provides a fresh look at the epic history of the American West by delving into the
desperate struggle for the land itself – and how it still shapes the America we know today.

Kingdom

Four rival families - leopards, hyenas, wild dogs and lions - all trying to claim a rich corner of Zambian
paradise as their home. Will will succeed in ruling this precious Kingdom?

Kylie

From soap star to superstar, Kylie’s career has been full of twists, turns and spinning around — as she
candidly reveals in this unfiltered documentary.

Lost Women Of Alaska

“Lost Women of Alaska” unravels the haunting murders and missing persons cases of Indigenous women,
exposing a hidden predator in the state’s remote wilderness. The series reveals unexpected heroes,
shocking twists, and the devastating toll on a community confronting horror far deeper than one arrest
alone.

Mr. Scorsese

Explore the many lives of Martin Scorsese through exclusive, unrestricted access to his private archives
and extended conversations with friends, family, legendary collaborators, and the visionary filmmaker
himself.

Rafa

As he battles for a final triumph on the court, Rafael Nadal opens up like never before about what shaped
one of the greatest tennis careers of all time.

Reality Check: Inside America's Next Top Model

"This show wasn't meant to help us." They joined "America's Next Top Model" to pursue their dreams.
Now, former contestants tell their side of the story.

Sean Combs: The Reckoning

This documentary series unpacks the shocking allegations behind Sean "Diddy" Combs and his Bad Boy
empire, spanning decades of his life and career.

Taylor Swift: The End Of An Era

“The End of an Era” is a six-episode behind-the-scenes docuseries event chronicling the development,
impact, and inner workings that created the phenomenon that was Taylor Swift | The Eras Tour.

30 For 30

With the world’s finest storytellers, unique perspectives, and unparalleled production value, 30 for 30
paints an unforgettable picture of what sports mean to culture.

Trainwreck

Delve into the spiraling disasters and epic fails that the world could not look away from. This anthology
series explores some of the wildest and most bizarre events to blow up in mainstream media -- from
disastrous festivals, political scandals and media hoaxes to cult-like corporations and reality TV disasters.

Trust Me: The False Prophet

Under the guise of making a documentary about the FLDS community, a cult survivor-turned-FBI informant
infiltrates a harrowing polygamist sect.



Unlocked: A Jail Experiment

Inside a correctional facility, a sheriff implements a bold experiment to grant incarcerated men more
agency in this eye-opening reality series.

Victoria Beckham

From top of the pops to target of the paps, she's been Posh Spice, WAG and now fashion designer. She
tells her story in this intimate documentary.

Who Hired The Hitman?

The mystery isn’t who pulls the trigger, but who pulls the strings. In these twisted whodunit investigations,
solid alibis and crime scene forensics mean nothing when detectives are on the hunt for an evil
mastermind.

World War II With Tom Hanks

For eighty years, World War II has shaped our world. World War II with Tom Hanks is a landmark, twenty-
hour documentary event reexamining the conflict for a new century. Guided by Hanks, it delivers a
sweeping, human portrait of the war’s defining decisions, global battles, and enduring impact on history.

The Yogurt Shop Murders

In 1991, four teenage girls were brutally murdered at a frozen yogurt shop in Austin, Texas. It forever
shook the Austin community and continues to mystify the police. The series explores law enforcement
practices and raises complex questions about press coverage and the power of suggestion on memory.

End of Category



Outstanding Hosted Nonfiction Series Or Special

A.I. Slop - Beyond The Black Void

There's nothing more distressing as the rapid rise of A.I. - not the A.I. that saves lives, but the A.I. that
ruins them. Especially careers in art, entertainment, graphic design, advertising, and so on.

American Hemp Farmer

After a wildfire nearly turns his family (and goats) into refugees on their remote New Mexico ranch, former
suburbanite Doug Fine and two other families set out to discover food security and wildfire mitigation
around the world via hemp and other crops.

Behind The Scenes Of Jury Duty Presents: Company Retreat

Part 1: Anthony and Ronald Gladden - the hero of JURY DUTY - meet at a Los Angeles coffee shop for a
candid conversation about their unique shared experience. Part 2: Months after wrapping production, the
entire cast comes together for a special reunion celebration. Hosted by James Marsden.

Challenge Accepted

Challenge Accepted follows Michelle Khare as she attempts the world's most difficult stunts and
professions. Over the course of the show, you'll see Khare escape Harry Houdini's water torture cell,
attempt the iconic Mission: Impossible plane stunt, and even run 7 marathons on all 7 continents in 7
days.

The Daily Show Presents: Jordan Klepper Fingers The Pulse: Give The Man A Prize

Donald Trump is a man of peace, but will it earn him the Nobel Peace Prize he so violently demands?
Jordan Klepper goes on a quest that sends him across America and Norway to talk to MAGA supporters,
naked bike riders, costumed protestors, and even a Nobel Committee alum.

The Dinosaurs

From the first dinosaurs to the last, this epic documentary series examines their 165 million years on Earth
and the forces that shaped their evolution. Working with more than 50 scientific advisors, the series
recreates the age of the dinosaurs in stunning detail and accuracy.

Eva Longoria: Searching For France

Eva Longoria, award-winning actor, producer, and director, is a serious Francophile. She sets out on a
flavorful journey through France to savor its world-renowned cuisine and discover how it elevated the
dining experience to an art form.

Famous Last Words: Eric Dane

In this emotional interview, the late actor and ALS advocate Eric Dane shared his final message for the
world - knowing it would not air until his death.

Finding Your Roots With Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

Host Henry Louis Gates, Jr. explores the family trees of twenty guests through DNA and genealogy, from
Africa to India, the Cherokee Nation to Texas, the series uncovers stories of resilience, love, and sacrifice,
revealing how diverse histories intertwine to shape America’s shared identity.

Hazardous History With Henry Winkler

Hosted by Henry Winkler, this nostalgia-driven series revisits the once-common pastimes, products, and
practices now unthinkable in modern America. From doctor-endorsed cigarettes and toxic appliances to
radioactive toys and asbestos ornaments, it’s a fast-paced, eye-opening journey through the reckless,
unsupervised side of Americana that history left behind.



Ho'omau: Joey's Journey

While CIDP robs Joey of his independence, he longs for travel and exploration. As his mobility returns, he
joins NatGeo photographer Joshua Cogan on a journey across Hawai’i. Through moments of challenge,
awe, and discovery, the film reveals a deeper truth: perseverance isn’t just survival—it’s courage to move
forward.

Kevin Costner Presents: The First Christmas

Kevin Costner hosts the special exploring the extraordinary journey of Mary and Joseph as they navigate
the hardships, trials and triumphs surrounding Jesus Christ’s birth, offering an inspiring way to experience
the true meaning of Christmas.

Limitless: Live Better Now

Chris Hemsworth takes on three epic challenges exploring science-backed ways to improve our health. He
learns to drum for a brain-boosting, surprise gig, climbs a frozen 600-foot wall exploring the benefits of
breaking out of comfort zones, and embraces Special Forces pain training—to discover how to live longer,
better lives.

My Next Guest Needs No Introduction With David Letterman

Late-night TV legend David Letterman hosts an intimate talk show featuring insightful conversations and
fun-filled excursions with notable figures.

On Patrol: Live

On Patrol: Live follows law enforcement officers from various American departments in real time,
documenting their patrols, traffic stops, and emergency responses. Hosted by Dan Abrams with Tom Rizzo
and Curtis Wilson.

Pole To Pole With Will Smith

Inspired by his late mentor, Will Smith spends 100 days facing extreme challenges, venturing from pole to
pole with scientists, explorers and experts.

Prehistoric Planet: Ice Age

The five-part docuseries invites viewers into a dramatic new era of prehistoric life, millions of years after
the extinction of the dinosaurs — an era shaped by ice, the intense fight to survive and the rise of a new
cast of giants: the iconic megafauna.

The Reluctant Traveler With Eugene Levy

Award-winning actor and nervous explorer Eugene Levy steps out of his comfort zone for a whirlwind tour
of the world’s most beautiful and intriguing destinations.

The Reunion: Laguna Beach

The season one cast of Laguna Beach, including Lauren Conrad, Stephen Colletti, and Kristin Cavallari,
reunite to relive the unforgettable moments of the show that shaped a generation.

Somebody Feed Phil

Fresh flavors and new friends await as globetrotting foodie Phil Rosenthal expands his culinary horizons to
Amsterdam, Boston, Basque Country and more.

Surviving Mormonism With Heather Gay

“Surviving Mormonism with Heather Gay” exposes secrets kept behind closed doors of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints through candid conversations with survivors, ex‑members, and former leaders.
As Heather reflects on her own exit, the series confronts controversial practices and amplifies voices
seeking awareness, accountability, and change.



Tiffany Haddish Goes Off

Tiffany Haddish Goes Off follows Haddish on a girls trip to Africa with her childhood friends. They take on
new adventures, deepen their friendship, and explore personal connections to the continent.

Tucci In Italy

Stanley Tucci returns to his beloved Italy, visiting five new regions, including one he’s never featured
before: Le Marche.

End of Category


