
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
MICHAEL J. FOX TO RECEIVE TELEVISION ACADEMY’S 
PRESTIGIOUS BOB HOPE HUMANITARIAN AWARD AT 
78TH EMMY® AWARDS  
 
Honor Recognizes Beloved Actor’s Career and Philanthropic 
Leadership for People Living With Parkinson’s Disease 
 

(LOS ANGELES — July 29, 2026) — The 
Television Academy today announced that 
celebrated actor, author and philanthropist 
Michael J. Fox has been named the recipient of 
the Bob Hope Humanitarian Award in recognition 
of his transformative contributions to Parkinson’s 
disease research and advocacy. The distinguished 
honor will be formally presented to Fox at the 
78th Emmy® Awards NBC telecast on Sept. 14. 
 
The Bob Hope Humanitarian Award was 
established in 2002 to honor a member of the 
telecommunications industry whose philanthropic 
efforts exemplify Bob Hope’s own decades-long 
altruism and positive impact on society. The 
award is given by the Television Academy and 
the Bob & Dolores Hope Foundation to an 

individual in the television industry whose humanitarian efforts have brought credit 
to the industry and whose deeds and actions have had a lasting impact on society. 
 
Fox, who received his 19th Emmy nomination this year for “Outstanding Guest Actor 
in a Comedy Series” for Shrinking, is a five-time Emmy Award-winning actor, 
bestselling author, advocate and philanthropist whose four-decade career has 
entertained audiences and inspired millions through his commitment to Parkinson’s 
research. He has spoken and written extensively about his predisposition to look at 
challenges, including his Parkinson’s disease, through a lens of optimism and 
humor. In addition to his Emmy Awards, Fox has received four Golden Globes, a 
Grammy Award and two Screen Actors Guild Awards. He recently received an 
honorary Academy Award and the Presidential Medal of Freedom; appointed as an 
Officer of the Order of Canada in 2010, Fox was promoted to Companion of the 
Order of Canada this past June. 
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https://bobhope.org/


 

Fox first rose to international fame as Alex P. Keaton on the Emmy Award-winning 
sitcom Family Ties, earning three consecutive Emmy Awards for “Outstanding Lead 
Actor in a Comedy Series.” He became one of Hollywood’s most beloved leading 
men with standout roles in the Back to the Future trilogy, Teen Wolf, The Secret of 
My Success, Casualties of War, The American President, Doc Hollywood and other 
acclaimed films. 
 
His television career continued in 1996 with Spin City, which garnered an Emmy 
Award for “Outstanding Lead Actor in a Comedy Series.” Fox also won an Emmy for 
his guest performance on Rescue Me and received nominations for Curb Your 
Enthusiasm, Boston Legal and The Good Wife. 
 
A documentary about his remarkable life, Still: A Michael J. Fox Movie, was released 
by Apple TV+ in the spring of 2023. The film was nominated for seven Emmy 
Awards, winning four. In 2025 Fox released his fifth New York Times bestselling 
book “Future Boy.”  
 
In 1998 Fox publicly disclosed his diagnosis with young-onset Parkinson’s disease, 
and in 2000 he founded The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research. 
Now the world’s largest nonprofit funder of Parkinson’s research, the Foundation 
has supported more than $3 billion in research programs, accelerating 
breakthroughs, advancing therapies and improving the lives of millions worldwide.  
 
"Michael J. Fox is one of television’s most beloved and enduring performers whose 
work has left an indelible mark on generations of audiences,” said Cris Abrego, 
chair of the Television Academy. “The Television Academy is proud to honor him for 
his extraordinary leadership in advancing Parkinson’s research, transforming public 
awareness and inspiring global support through The Michael J. Fox Foundation, 
whose investments have accelerated scientific breakthroughs and the search for a 
cure. He continues to exemplify compassion, courage and service, reflecting the 
power of one individual to drive meaningful change.” 
 
“Fox’s advocacy has made a lasting impact around the world, and he has 
consistently leveraged his platform to inspire meaningful change in the fight against 
Parkinson’s,” said Hillary Bibicoff, co-chair of the Television Academy’s Special 
Awards Selection Committee. “His dedication to helping others navigate the 
challenges of this disease serves as an inspiration to us all,” added co-chair Joseph 
Litzinger. 
 
Previous recipients of the Bob Hope Humanitarian Award are Oprah Winfrey, Danny 
Thomas (posthumously), George Clooney, Sean Penn, Ted Danson and Mary 
Steenburgen. 
 
The 78th Emmy Awards will telecast live from the Peacock Theater at L.A. LIVE in 
Los Angeles on Monday, Sept. 14, 2026, (8:00-11:00 PM EDT/5:00-8:00 PM PDT) 
on NBC and streaming on Peacock.  



 
About the Television Academy 
The Television Academy strives to shape and advance the dynamic television 
landscape; cultivate a diverse, inclusive and accessible professional community; 
and advocate for the television industry while capturing the spirit of a new 
generation of content creators and industry professionals. Through innovative 
programs, publications and events, the Academy and its Foundation foster and 
empower storytellers. The Academy also celebrates those who excel in the industry 
recognizing their achievements through awards and accolades, including the 
renowned Emmy® Award. Membership in the Academy is open to working 
professionals in the television industry. For more information, please visit 
TelevisionAcademy.com. 
 
About The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research  
As the world’s largest nonprofit funder of Parkinson’s research, The Michael J. Fox 
Foundation is dedicated to accelerating a cure for Parkinson’s disease and improved 
therapies for those living with the condition today. The Foundation pursues its goals 
through an aggressively funded, highly targeted research program coupled with 
active global engagement of scientists, Parkinson’s patients, business leaders, 
clinical trial participants, donors and volunteers. In addition to funding $3 billion in 
research to date, the Foundation has fundamentally altered the trajectory of 
progress toward a cure. Operating at the hub of worldwide Parkinson’s research, 
MJFF forges groundbreaking collaborations, creates robust open-access data sets 
and bio-sample libraries with its landmark clinical study (PPMI), increases the flow 
of participants into Parkinson’s disease clinical trials with its online tool (Fox Trial 
Finder), promotes Parkinson’s awareness, and coordinates the grassroots 
involvement of thousands of Team Fox members around the world. For more 
information, visit us at www.michaeljfox.org, Facebook, Instagram and 
LinkedIn. 
 
Follow the Television Academy on social media at Facebook, Instagram and TikTok 
(@TelevisionAcad).  
 
Contacts: 
Stephanie Goodell 
breakwhitelight (for the Television Academy) 
stephanie@breakwhitelight.com 
818-462-1150 
  
Jim Yeager 
breakwhitelight (for the Television Academy) 
jim@breakwhitelight.com 
818-264-6812 
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